THE VICTORIANS  AND  AFTER
for creating character, is historically more important   The Silver King created a furore   Matthew Arnold, who very sensibly had not been to the theatre for twenty years, broke his habit, sat in the stalls and wrote an astonishingly commendatory report on it Jones had introduced naturalism, it was a bad play, but the people in it spoke as people do speak  Naturalism is not all, and there was soon to be a rebellion against it, especially in Ireland, but it was just the element the drama then needed  Moreover, Jones went on to deal with the real problems of real people, who always, however, nobly renounce their happiness when Mrs Grundy tells them they ought, a cunous state of affairs in a man who was always girding at Mrs  Grundy  Shaw hit the nail on the head when criticising him  "And now comes the oddity of the situation Mr Jones, with a wide and clear vision of society, is content with theories of it that have really no relation to his observation"  He wrote comedy without having a comic conception of society His three best plays are The Case of Rebellious Susan, The Liars, and Mrs Lane's Defence*, The Dancing Girl is ridiculous, Carnac Sahib full of falsity and claptrap, while The Tempter is a ghastly symbolic play in still more ghastly blank verse   But whatever his defects or his merits, Jones did restore the drama to a place of dignity in letters and insisted that the author was a more important person in the theatre than the actor-manager He knew the stage well and though he loathed Ibsen, he had learnt from Sardou, Scribe and d'Ennery, and thus was in a strong position  Pinero can be regarded as his successor
Wilde is next in date, but he does not belong to the movement of which Jones and Pinero were the harbingers His only attempt at tragedy, Salome, is a brilliant exercise in Maeterhnckian idiom, but is not more than that, his genius lay in the direction of farcical comedy of which The Importance of Being Earnest'is an almost perfect example His world resembles that of Etherege, in which there are no values, so that the ridiculous and startling paradoxes can be wholly enjoyed as a pyrotechnic display His great mastery, however, is shown in his phrasing, a matter in which all his successors except Shaw have been deficient There he was
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